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Quick facts

Location Population Jobs Economy History

Nestled in the heart of 
Queensland, straddling the 
Tropic of Capricorn and 
covering an area of almost 
60,000 square kilometres.

Mining is by far the major 
employer – more than  
6,000 people. Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fishing comes 
second, employing nearly 
1,800 people. 

The Central Highlands was 
originally home to many 
indigenous peoples who 
remain proud custodians of 
these lands.

Early European 
settlement 
dates from the 
1850s, with the 

first pioneers mainly grazing 
sheep. Regional growth 
continued into the late 
1800s with the inland 
expansion of the railway line 
west from Rockhampton 
and the establishment of a 
number of towns.

Significant growth occurred 
in the 1950s to 1980s 
with the introduction 
of beef cattle grazing 
and development of the 
Fairbairn Dam, coal mining 
and irrigation.

The key strength of the region’s economy is its diversity:

• An enviable global coal mining industry. A significant 
portion of Australia’s largest coal reserve, the Bowen 
Basin, sits in the Central Highlands

• Agricultural and horticultural industries, including beef, 
grains, macadamias, cotton, grapes, melons and citrus

• A growing tourism market supported by pristine  
natural attractions, such as Carnarvon Gorge and the 
Sapphire Gemfields

• Major health and education services including a  
GP Super Clinic, a CQUniversity campus and the  
Emerald Agricultural College

• Dynamic small and medium businesses

$3.664 
billion 
GRP

  Gross Regional Product (GRP) is 
estimated at $3.664 billion, representing 
21.09% of Central Queensland’s GRP of 
$17.373 billion and 1.12% of Queensland’s 
Gross State Product of $326.995 billion.

$7.1 
billion

  More than $7.1 billion in major project 
development investment is either 
recently completed, currently underway 
or planned.

About a 3-hour drive west 
of Rockhampton and a 
90-minute flight from 
Brisbane.

Unemployment rate was 
4.5 percent in June 2018. 
In the past four years, 
unemployment has been 
at its lowest in September 
2014 (3.7 percent) and at its 
highest in September 2015 
(5.6 percent).

The population is nearly 
29,000 (2017).

Comprises 13 unique 
communities:

• Arcadia Valley

• Bauhinia

• Blackwater

• Bluff

• Capella

• Comet

• Dingo

• Duaringa

• Emerald (the central hub 
of the region)

• Rolleston

• Sapphire Gemfields

• Springsure

• Tieri

60,000 
km sq.

17,000+ 
jobs

4.5%

Approx. 
29,000
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Key CHDC projects

Central Highlands Accelerate 
Agribusiness (CHAA) 
initiative 

CHDC’s award-winning CHAA initiative 
supports agribusiness to grow, promote and 
realise the value and opportunities for all 
businesses producing agricultural and food 
products, processing and providing other 
value-adding services in the region.

Farm to Fine Dining  
Regional Showcase

This is an annual event which brings the 
best of Central Highlands produce to 
Brisbane for an invitation-only, three-
course dinner during the Ekka. The 
menu showcases the region’s produce to 
leaders and strategic stakeholders from 
agribusiness, government, peak industry 
bodies, tourism and investment sectors.

The Central Highlands 
Business Excellence Awards

The Awards are held biennially to 
celebrate the successes of local industry 
and showcase the best in business.  
The extensive nomination and judging 
process is led by an independent panel 
and culminates in the announcement of 
winners at a gala dinner. 

AgTeCH: Build it, Use it, Profit 

AgTeCH is an innovation field day and 
forum that brings together technology 
providers and start-ups with farmers 
and agribusiness to provide information 
and hands-on experience of current and 
available platforms and tools which they 
can use, or use more effectively, to support 
increased business productivity and 
profitability.

Central Highlands 
Agriculture – More than you 
expect!

This highly-successful short documentary 
film follows the supply chain of Central 
Highlands commodities and services and 
showcases the region's natural assets, 
innovative people and employment 
opportunities.

Small-Medium Enterprises

Supported by the Business Facilitator,  
CHDC promotes best practices in all  
SME business operations by providing  
one-on-one support, connecting 
businesses to a network of local services, 
developing advanced business skills, 
supporting local procurement, and 
connecting business with opportunities 
with the Local Buying Foundation.
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Tourism

CHDC produces the Central Highlands Visitor 
Guide and Touring Map and administers 
centralhighlands.com.au, Discover Central 
Highlands Facebook page, and the Central 
Highlands Visitor Information Centre in 
Emerald. CHDC’s Tourism Development 
Coordinator collaborates with businesses, 
other tourism organisations, and government 
to increase visitation and new investment.

Mining and Energy

CHDC collaborates with the industry (primarily 
coal and solar) by providing support at the 
State level through its memberships and 
partnerships with the Queensland Resources 
Council and the Resource Industry Network. 
The Regional Services Coordinator provides 
support to the entire supply chain of major 
and contracting businesses operating within 
the Central Highlands.

Workforce Skills 

A Regional Skills Development Coordinator 
works closely with industry and government 
to identify current and emerging skills gaps 
and jobs, to grow the supply of skilled local 
people to meet increasing labour demand.

Other projects and services

• Regular industry forums and workshops

• HACKCQ, the Central Highlands’  
first-ever hackathon

• Online Central Highlands Business 
Directory and Events Calendar

• Fortnightly eNews and business event 
calendar, weekly tenders list

Innovation

CHDC actively supports start-ups and 
high-growth emerging businesses, such 
as SwarmFarm, the home of the world’s 
first commercialised farm robotics. The 
Regional Innovation Coordinator facilitates 
entrepreneurial and innovation capability, 
developing networks and delivering 
technical skills programs to start-ups, 
business, industry and researchers.

Key CHDC projects (continued)



Contact us

For all media inquires 
and to be added to 
CHDC’s media and eNews 
distribution list, contact:

Nicky Fisher Media Officer

e nfisher@chdc.com.au 
m 0414 360 697 
t (07) 4982 4386

Follow CHDC

 /chdcqld

 @CHDCorp

 /company/central-highlands-development-corporation


